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A popular prayer known as ‘The Romero Prayer’ starts by saying, 

“it helps, now and then, to step back and take the long view.” In today’s 
Gospel, Jesus references two examples of people failing to take the long 
view: someone constructing a tower, but not having enough money to 
finish the project, and another preparing for a battle, but with only half 
the number of troops as his opponent. In both cases, they were only 
concerned with the short view of getting the project started or 
marching into battle. They were so shortsighted it was laughable. 

 
In our church and world today, we, too, often fail to take the long 

view. We obsess with short-term projects and tasks, but with little to 
no awareness of how we are contributing to the wider mission, vision, 
or overall direction of humanity. For example, we think of:  
o Economists who can save the economy for this quarter, but do so 

with significant damage to the environment for generations to come; 
o Politicians who attract votes to win their upcoming election, but do 

so by feeding into the massive polarization in our country;  
o Clergy who focus on the needs of the church and the distribution of 

the sacraments, but can no longer see the inbreaking of the Kingdom 
of God; 

o Leaders who are an instant success, but who have been cutting 
corners behind the scenes for years to achieve their status; 

o Citizens who want to bring about quick changes to society, but do 
so by trying to fight every battle.  



All of these are examples of people getting too caught up in the short 
view while neglecting the long view. Because of this neglect, they usually 
create more significant problems for us and future generations than 
they solve. 

 
 As Christians, we are called to be more aware of the long view. 
From time to time, we need to step back and detach ourselves from 
our immediate context so that we can see not only the symptoms of 
our problems, but also their root causes and consequences. Admittedly, 
this is hard to do. According to Jesus in today’s Gospel, this means 
detaching ourselves from our possessions, “our father and mother, wife 
and children, brothers and sisters, and even our own lives.” While this 
sounds extremely harsh, it is a necessary step if we want to move 
beyond only seeing the short view. The reality is that most of us are 
more influenced by our possessions, family relationships, and need for 
success than we care to admit. The long view puts all of that aside for a 
time so that we can consider what’s best for the common good, 
humanity as a whole, and the universal Kingdom of God. 
 
 God asks us to take the long view because it gives us a more complete 
perspective on life. Do I get too caught up in short-term problems that I 
forget to consider the long-term mission? From time to time, can I step 
back and detach myself from my own immediate context in order to 
consider life from a broader perspective?  
 

The next time “the earthen shelter weighs down the mind that 
has many concerns,” in the words of our first reading, let us take the 
advice of the first line of ‘The Romero Prayer’: “it helps, now and then, 
to step back and take the long view.” 


